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Boo Ritson

1 stookl in the
took a photo

rathroom, covered mysell in paint and my husband
Jthen [ said, "OK. now I'm going to paint you"."

Hodr Bimsos achasves 4 wkesind take on the intersections between smulpture and painting. expresssoniam and
realism by painting people and objects as forms of themselnes. This was al i most literal in works such asa
ivelan smashed an the gallery floor and then painted 1o confirm s appearance, or sicks ererpainted with
caricature bark pattemns, She alse crushed a Mini, repainted (1 so that it appearcd new in its altered form, and
exhibiited the lnhed plece as a painterhy sculplure, L .

How did yom et the name Boo?
It's ke a Ramily nicionarne fram when | wn
a balry

What wias your work ke before you
began painting objects. and how did you
make the move bo what you do ey ?

| trainesd 2 soulptior, ot soemerthing e
mesaing - it wark &% il T had 1o chooie agaies?
pairting, which lelt wrong | guess St derp
desme for painting led me to paint the
wouiptures | e making. When | Tirished the
wticica flerhe]. | whittiod them and they came s
v three wrparaie codours = i was Bl panting
bry rusrmibeen, and seemied 3 wory B0 ddiresy
painiieg withous feeling 0o ndsodoun. stodt
1. | realsed i wa an imadge of the thing on
o ol the thing - mage phus ohyect. Ry
b B n what the Hhing aciually i and
reze it aeveriaes painting and souiptun

Do you Tesl any other anists have
foreshadowed your own spproach?

#& ik range from Berwand Lavied, 1o Caity
Brown and Pop Art, especially Warhel and
Dldenbing = and an sclecte; mis ol maeky
pamiers ratfer than sculpiom.

Wt musde you turn B0 painting people?
1F Tl ik @ inariaral g ogesiinn Bsg e |
wanlid something mons dingtly faguiative
w0 | il mrvgsell, You hawe & stuped thought
s think you can't podaibly do that, b it
warh Uikt Bve - | i o the Bathream,
ool rrpsed in paint and sy hustand 0ok
aphoto... and shen | saed, " DK, maw 'm
geing 0 paid pou " Then | wert 10 the
gallery and satd, | thisk this i The way
forward for me aed I'm gowg o meed 1o get
@ phodogy apher with & really good digtal
amend b do i propesty. That cost E750 per
ey, which vwirs 2 bot ol money lor e, having
st 81 clisgt

‘Wihat does the process of painting a
person involve?

wrine sones ~ i o syelf - i deedop
characters, Bsen b b persos wha fits tha

m 1964, Sarrey, LI Rl Cloflegg iof et U1K
Dhirtal Bnley iGlewy, Limmadint

chargcier | ipwe them wark Daees cresm
el i them in @ covtume avhich I've
e froem charity shop sl My assistan,
Geone Becklard, hands me the pais from
1050 goti on the go at a Sme and yprays
w10 e i vt = e got 15-20
ranuhes belore e gt deies. My
photaqraphes, Ardy Crivvlond, Likes aryThing
sk B 800 shia; shere'll onky evet beane
thast really widks, swhere they UN like @ lstue
and ihe painong & right

‘Whe are your models, and do you see
ihste ag wubjecis or as ihe charscten?
Wty drkerd, Laridy and othes arlists are the
madels. And s I'm also painting
COMImELONY, which i hieder a5 F'm mdgne
ramioiale with people | know. | wee them
a5 whi they Mg be il they weren | the
pooph | know, theif alter-pgod.

kil Ehe pracess of painting that's
impeasiant to you, or just the result?

| v thougha | wird mteresied in
periomance sepasuiely, but | think she event
s begaming increasngly of importane o
fred. Bbinié el woork | did o perdor=wnde in
Amsterdam in whith | dresasd up a5 &
by, played Amareng Grace and
Devperado, thes sl m the installation fo
Fall e i Ard Nt year ' hived a room
in the red ght datrict sed ['m goig 10 g,
painited, i the wondow | And that wil
probably bernme a vdeo

You mention Pop Art, bul you we paint
i & really expressive manner, Why?

The progess B soqaick, it lends bt 10
eture — thiusgh | s wimiing on a print
project with hlan Chiistea, 10 take 2 peciure
of a musch-simphfied sl e and paist on 1op
af it. One thing ! o i achiee working like
B i a refenenoe B thee moges within e
wearth, wherea in tho portraits F'm gainting
bepond the image that you wee andcbeasing
thet edges. atterwards. | think thai seme of the
thinking for thiv weork did tome onginally
o fookieg ot Chuck Clone

Hrvdd AW yom e piohicing bl e
wathy - thowgh still with peopls =
i, the samo chaiachen come bics = pfr
heif Lo ' hopiag o combine o) Sees
slerments working in sections. ['ve shemes
Bt inderested in howe | can fese == Soam.
with the hackgraindy, in the wams way
he 5170 (e sleiments ievede inlo 1he cofie.
dan] e Moo b parirrieed s veell as the sl
the hil-length pieces. The approach =
et 10 pasried sty

Casn ‘you iy ssmething abowt the el
o yaur werk?

Yed: they e life-tive phus twerive inches
Tor a full-fsngth Bigqure, becauwe tha! | was
you need o give the appeaiance of e
sire - o you da arhel ife-sine, fe e e
1lari sdler

You mentioned your writing, Do jou
jpubdich your story fragments?

P only used one w0 far, 38 background =
oy show Hiok Dogn and Henoes. | did an
Englah Litesature degiee, 5o wiiting ks
abways bees there,

Ared st dia you read]

I the Lasi yeac cxchubely irashy Amer cae
muiti naceert, which an beilian a setng
a soenw in e veoonds flat, | ey readey
e B0 rela, but thisy also feed i =y
weork. | fike Raymond Crandier oo, But | =
b ivier e o tha Engbsh equneadents

1 thvini Rseiista vy EhbrEa relite 1 e
recestd sineotypes o Hollpwood Bms and
Aemerican cultire, And Ameincan (harace
Feed mezer v 1o e, the English ane, seee
(omparatieely cramped and iptemal in ther
ctsonal sk

15 that reflected im your chaice of music®
s, 1 howe Elvia, Jobwuy Cash, Kl Dismond -
thves e gl el asary-tesling

Fanally, if you could live with ary work of
art ever made. what would it be?
A Wkl Hectre Chaie
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NEW WOEK
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HEW WORK
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| Klot-Player D008, Gadir print, 57 « T8 Nom

3 CirlBriend D00E, Cilés print, 957 x T Tem

! Misy Five-Falnes Mevada Q006), Cilde prt, 104 18] om
i White Swimmer 2007), Caldr print, 95.7 8 7. 7em
Uppaiie Hooker 007, Gl priat, 174 x £1.1m
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