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Self-Portraits
Philip Akkerman

Every weekday morming for the past fwenty years, Phifip Akder-
wman Fay sel ro work parntieg b selfportran. To dave, he bay
produced some 1,670 portraris—an average of wo fo three a week,
He paisiy mothmg alre,

“Im mry serrer of self-porivares, the story of fife i presented fwice.
In the frrsr place m the picture. You ree a bead growigg older.
That goes withous saying. But there i awoiber story fn which this
process of growing older can be seem. Amd thar 53 the wory of
fechmigae. ™

As firse, Adkereman thougbeof the portrits as 2 sort of concepiual.
art profect. “When I started painting self-porivasts . . . I war mor
inferested in what those paimitings looked like, Owe day I painted
rhir way amd the mext day Phat, A befiir @ young perion, I eowlan's
care fexs. After a few years, I got bored with thit and [ wanted to do
some read wice and beasurifud pammeings. To my sad diiappoiniasens |
Sound onr thar | cowld mot parme ar alf. So | becarne @ rechmrcal
merd, spending balf of the time in the library reading old manu-
seripts. Some tew years later I was able to produce any painting in
any style, = Bored again, be began “painting not fust myralf but alf
of mankind, in fact: off extsrence! In the end, | war comvinced of
the idea that we do mot exist at all! Obviowsly, I could not go on
that way amy longer and recently I bave decided ro pick fusr ome
seyle and patne my self-portrait in phar gyl for the rest of my days:
mo more variaiion, mo more thinking, mo more feelings,



