BravinLee programs

i BY

' e 1B 2, 1

P]:ljiip Akkerman has just finished his
2,400-and-somethingth self-portrait. And
he’s just started another.

EVERYMAN REPRESENTED
AGAIN AND AGAIN

By Flovks Dogterom

“I'm me welf-obsessed, |8 sounds 3 b
okl eceming Brom o en wihi ks surmodnid-
od by 98 of the semrly two-aml-a-hell
s seliporimits be his palnted so
Far. Bt Fhilip ARKersin b5 deadly s
i These painlisgs are ol so mach

aubwirl e il ey i Ailedet B0 sl
The room in Hearlems [ Halles
where Twavelinizendaes i exhibiied 5 an
amaaing sight. Ninety-eight deplctions of
the same face are borg ot eye-level with
exacily the same space eiween each,
Viesling & staceala fathm b the whilis
sevhen. Alkrroan painied the Arsi oo in

Philip Akkerman

Addrrwian s Thsaiaia s Siwrgiain.

Faniiady of (s year, and chee RSt one of
Mlonday of ket welk In fact, b oo just
baought It In, siill wed.

Really, in Towsliiseedees S oom-
et e willl be socessdile, bacause
vislbore will als=n hane ihe possibiy of
thumldng ihrough Aklermans 2314, o
whopger of & book that corfales the
EpoyTCass ra ber of setpodiralis be bas
o betwiesr 1 pred 10 Raniary 3006

Alikrrian potrays hinsel ina vari
ity af siylim, from realistically figurathe
o urnecdnisably absirsct. ‘I8 just hap-
pemed 1o mi,” T explalns, sdiirg b the
cahibition spece where worlers e
puttizg thar finishing beesch e tha ddisplay
‘When | was young [ &red oul everything
art owise, Every three montde or s 1 did
somithieg #lss, be i phiography, pestor-
e, seulpluse of whaleves, Bul al &
certain morsent | had kad i, josd waeded
b et baclk bo my roots, o the ime when
1 was about thirieen and made sell-psor
traits. | wanted (o go bk 0o something
Ehat 1 BAL wens puire. Pier slios, Pas mises
o angtling else, s 1 will keep an
dodng . mven B Bavaes. whan | am ok Eha
moilvabed. 1 palnt every day, frose Mo
day po Friday’

That sounds prety well oeganised. As
Akkerman padnts gui: 7l hine a family
L ilaya, Kids negaiale your life”

The history of self poriruiis rooghly
siaated I Dimly sowd Nomhemn Eanopss
whesn e Rensissance came aboul, (b
perad] s which Ipdvidualism arcee,
Defore that, during the Middle Ages,
[ifr—and foosequenily, ar-—wns o
pletely dominsoed by e clisrch asd the
atate Mow arisls ane indined s deekogn
ihelr presonal fantasses, IBeir own viskon
om Ehe world azosmd Eheas. Eventuallly,
by b it e e

“Toulay,” sags Akkersan, ‘individusl-
ism = il the domipanl factar in our
oudvare. T Renaissance nso was o per
O] o ereeis, b s, palithes and sverstihisg
wlar. The aame. applics For the e we
Livee fin. [y Limaes o iz yoan L] B wiil-
drae ko yoursel]. To e, self-poricaits
ane lnked with 1B dea of crisda 1wtk
shicarey indn poysedl ared sk selfporinalis.
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I enn't stand the seslem et wodld, with
ita superficiality amd its lsck of feelirgs
155 & rake-teliere workd of pssemddy-line
persdactiod, where poaple Som cllgess. |
oL wand hanoe sunythdsg bo dio owilh L

Margreet Boumas, another artist wha
Al eaclisively taioes her owT o as
eeigect (See warw. mangeestbouman ml),
also claims ghe's pot sel-obsessesd. "It
dant matter what vou make. | just e
iy Face a8 & SLepping sone Ly Sreate
somethong else, whick ame the emalions
thai lay besind that face. 1 don's really
care if the result peally sesembles my
Pacw"

From the HEXs cnwards, [oumsin has
Tocused hor work on the Bager siruc:
nures e, B whieh man S e s e
al all things. The @il sesult is seean o
appear fs somilhing That goes By
ik motion of “here's Margreet Bowman
i A thie a7 Loy work |
ey B depict univessal esotions, lie
melncholy,” Afer o ricent sasty bloycle
mccident in which her face was hadiy
injured, Booman now iries e moee o
poriray geeeial buman feeleg. Progle di
Al whal 1o aced somieliings Ty
my work. | Bave the Peeling they under-
sitandd what I'm tryirg 10 sy,

By pasinging his ooam ‘mag’, a8 he calls
i, time and time agals Akkerman also
sy o v s pletume o 1ifis = g
al. T e mywell s a pors pre folo—a part
orr Bl witwodie, By Il stands: for, nad only
ihae life of all people, bui alss for ihai of
irees arel ohpseis | dhink my work deals
it iy Frsbery of e, dve base feci thist
thar universe exists, Religion, philoscgdy
o] gt gl Ary b gt 60 berms with that, do
i vadl, bescaiss e humss hrain = -
egilgpsd 10 comprebend the mysvery.
Wieii el &s Uil 1 1w 1% A Pl
riabe of mwaeresenl. Tin B othey hasd, il
s oty juabet o s pidank, Thal notion g
m Eha Freechom o do whatever | wand,”

Siill, & per=on's got (o make & living
samebow. Il [ sell forly painbngs &
woar—and | do—me asad iy whele family
nn et b i
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